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the soul is essentially a spiritual being, it has the capacity
to identify itself with whatever it is associated. Even though
the soul is awue of Got in the s^kalavasth^ it is not drawn
towards Grace (^/) due to the dragging effects of mala and
tirodhayi. The sou! is caught in the ocean of transmigration
of births and deaths. The mukti Panca^ara in which God
and His grace precede and ^^ and tirodh^yi recede, will
not be helpful to those who are carried away by the
pleasures of the world. On the other hand, the mukti
pancak&ara should be given to those who yearn for God as
a consequence of transformation of avasth^s from kevala-sakcia
to sudd ha,

Mukti Psmc^sara (Sivaya narw) is also known as
silksma panc^ksara and Nama^ivaya is called the Simula
Paficaksara. We have to note an important point here- It is
not meant here that sthula pahcdksaru j$ unimportant, what
is meant is that we should be aware of the need for the
transformation of kevala.saknia to suddha. M^zikkavacagar
begins the 'Tiruvacagarr/ by praising Namasivaya.9 Appar also
says that N^m-^sivaya is the source of jn^na and worldly
leanning.10 We find many passages emphasising the importance
of Namasivayct. We m,ay say that st'hula pwcaJcsara paves
the way for spiritual progress and sihu^a in this context
means that which helps to know the inner (suksma).

Umapati enjoins the recital of mukti pancdksara thus :

"pronounce the form in which the letters for God and Grace
stand first; in which case the screening power will turn
into Grace and destroy the potency of ^nQva"^ Then with
the help of Gr^ce, the soul will realize God- and become
one with Him. By meditation and' contemplation, one is
fixed in God. In this context we may consider Prof.
S-S. Suryanarayana.SastrFs views on this aspect- After warning
us against hasty generalization about Tamil genius, he asks,
'May we then conclude that the emphasis on the practical
vaguely indicated in Meykandsr and Arul nandi and forcefully